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RIKEN-Picower (MIT) Neuroscience Symposium hears about
exciting “New Frontiers in Brain Science”
Gathering researchers on the cutting
edge of brain science, the RIKEN-Picower
(MIT) Neuroscience Symposium was held
Nov. 8-9 at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
The symposium, the sixth such event jointly
held by the RIKEN Brain Science Institute
(BSI) and the Picower Institute of Learning
and Memory at MIT, saw attendance around
350 people attending lectures on the theme
New Frontiers in Brain Science.
The symposium included four sessions, on
Systems Neuroscience,
Development
and Cognition,
Learning and Memory,
and Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience,
in which leading research results in each
respective field were introduced. In
particular, a new transgenic technology
that Susumu Tonegawa and his team at the
Picower Institute of Learning and Memory
at MIT developed in order to research
the mechanism of memory attracted the
interest of the audience; their success in
isolating synaptic pathways in vivo suggest
that this technology, dubbed the DICE-K
method, could find widespread application in

neurological research. Mineko Kengaku of the
Laboratory for Neural Cell Polarity discussed
her team s work on cellular and molecular
dynamics of nuclear movement in neuronal
migration, and Yoshihiro Yoshihara from the
Laboratory for the Neurobiology of Synapse
talked about the molecular machinery of
dendritic filopodia. BSI special adviser Masao
Ito lectured on the 10-year history of BSI and
its future outlook.

In addition, there was a poster session in
which young researchers, including some
from BSI, presented their research results.
The sympo sium was an excellent
introduction to the research activities of BSI,
as well as providing a clear indication of the
size and extent of the research fields covered
by the institute.
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