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For thousands of years, nomads traveling through deserts heard mysterious sounds they thought were made by ghosts or 
demons. Marco Polo reported that evil spirits "at times fill the air with the sounds of all kinds of musical instruments, and 
also of drums and the clash of arms." Today a nonoccult explanation is available: those diverse noises are all acoustic 
emissions produced by shifting sands.

At least 30 "booming" dunes have been found in deserts and on beaches in Africa, Asia, North America and elsewhere. 
Listeners have likened the sounds they make to bells, trumpets, pipe organs, foghorns, cannon fire, thunder, low-flying 
propeller aircraft, the buzzing of telegraph wires, even moaning or humming. Nevertheless, researchers do not agree on 
just how and why, in many parts of the world, under certain conditions, the sand sings.

 

 

Pay for only the issues you 
want.
Search or browse, make 
your selections, and 
checkout. 

Subscribe | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Site Requirements | Help | Contact Us | Institutional Site License
ScientificAmerican.com | Search | Browse | My Account | View Cart
Copyright © 1993-2007 Scientific American, Inc. All rights reserved 

 

http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Products.View...iew&ARTICLEID_CHAR=298E6FA2-F4C9-4188-80DB-33829AF72409/7/2007 4:30:18 PM

http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Main.ViewMain
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Search.ViewAdvancedSearch
javascript: window.document.forms['submitSigninMenu'].submit();
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Products.ViewBrowseList
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Account.ViewAccountInformation
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewHelpList
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Account.ViewDynamicPromo&sc=I110459
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Cart.ViewCartList
http://oas-central.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.sciamdigital.com/2018634567/x03/sciam.com/d_2006-Q4_subs_ad/GenericDig155x231.gif/38366130643632323436643361373830?
http://oas-central.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.sciamdigital.com/1272287135/x02/sciam.com/d_2006-Q4_gift_ad/Digital_gift_155x112.gif/38366130643632323436643361373830?
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Search.ViewAdvancedSearch
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Products.ViewBrowseList
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Account.ViewRegistrationAlt
javascript:footerPop('index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewUserAgreement');
javascript:footerPop('index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewPrivacyPolicy');
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewHelpSite
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewHelpList
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Docs.ViewHelpSupport
http://www.sciam.com/page.cfm?section=institutional
http://www.sciam.com/
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Search.ViewAdvancedSearch
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Products.ViewBrowseList
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Account.ViewAccountInformation
http://www.sciamdigital.com/index.cfm?fa=Cart.ViewCartList

	sciamdigital.com
	Booming Sand


	MOGALMNGIKBPABBECNFPBMNJALHFGLCM: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: Products.ViewIssuePreview
	f2: ISSUEID_CHAR=[ARTICLEID_CHAR=298E6FA2-F4C9-4188-80DB-33829AF7240


	form4: 
	f1: 
	x: 
	f2: 298E6FA2-F4C9-4188-80DB-33829AF7240
	f3: 8C819E15-D247-49B7-9544-A36655C92A7
	f4: 1
	f5: false
	f6: true





